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This is the Newsletter of the 

Collegiate Peaks Anglers,  

a Chapter of the Nationõs 

Leading Coldwater 

Conservation Organization:  

Trout Unlimited  

WWW.COLLEGIATEPEAKSANGLERSTU.ORG  

Collegiate Peaks Anglers meets 

every second Wednesday 

(except in May).  The meeting 

place alternates between  

Salida and Buena Vista. 

Newsletter Credits  

Janet Franz Editor 

Tom Thomas Distribution 

Member submissions to the newsletter 

are needed and encouraged. Send 

submissions by e-mail or regular mail. 

Editorôs deadline is the 23rd of the 

month. Call 239-0204 or e-mail 

jfranz@salida.net if you have questions. 

Events  

Sept 8 Chapter Meeting (BV) 

Sept 10-12 Chapter Trip to Rio 

Grande River 

Sept 27-29 Water Meeting Salida 

Sept 14 Deadline for Cristo 

Comments 

Oct 2 CTU Meeting 

(Trinidad) 

Oct 9 Hwy 285 Cleanup 

Oct 13  25 Year Celebration 

(see article) 
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September Monthly Meeting 

Chapter ñUSFS Project on 

The Little River  

Phil Gaines, Fisheries Biologist  

 

The September 8th chapter meeting will be in 

Buena Vista ï Sangre de Cristo building. The 

program begins at 7:00 pm and the social time at 

6:30. Come early have some refreshments, talk 

fishing with your friends and look over the auction 

items. 

The presenter this month is Phil Gaines, fisheries 

biologist for the San Isabel National Forest and the 

Cimarron and Comanche National Grasslands. 

Phil has fisheries experience ranging from sport fish in Oklahoma to 

protecting endangered Chinook salmon in the Sacramento River in 

California. His current responsibilities are to evaluate the impacts on aquatic 

resources from activities such as grazing, timber harvest, fire suppression 

and travel management plans, etc. 

At this meeting, Phil will describe the affects and outcomes from joint 

habitat improvement on the South Arkansas above Maysville that has been 

conducted by Collegiate Peaks 

Anglers, USFS, CDOW, Xcel Energy 

and Fin-Up Habitat Consultants. 

Note: chapter representatives have 

been working on stream flows and 

other issues with the USFS and 

CDOW on the Little River for over 

10 years. 

The chapterôs Board of Directors will 

meet at 4:45 pm in the Sangre de 

Cristo meeting room. 

New Chapter Caps  

The new chapter ball caps are in 

and available at monthly 

meetings for a donation of $10.  

They are strikingly handsome in 

khaki with green bill and 

lettering.   

Get yours at the next meeting! 
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My collapsible wading staff collapsed on 

the last day of a seven-day excursion into 

the wilds of Labrador.  Worn out, done, 

not going any further.  I was fortunate it 

didnôt happen earlier in the trip as the 

wading was much tougher than I had 

anticipated ï heavy currents with big 

boulders separated by deep pockets.  Not 

a place youôd want to misstep or fall 

since the lodge was 10 or 20 miles distant 

and probably no other anglers within 75 

miles. 

I went there in July with my son-in-law 

to go after really big brook trout, five 

pounds or larger.  And we found them in 

one of the few places in North America 

where they still thrive.  But what really 

intrigued me was the thought that these 

brookies are native to Labrador and wild 

fish in an undisturbed, natural ecosystem.  

So I asked the guides and staff a lot of 

questions about the fishery and read a 

book about a Labrador expedition that 

took place at the beginning of the last 

century.  I was amazed that the 

descriptions in the story of the 

environment were essentially unchanged 

from what I experienced. 

The picture above is a wooden carving of 

a 9 pound brook trout and hangs in the 

cabin we occupied.  No brookies are kept 

as a matter of lodge policy. Even as 

remote and lightly fished as this 

watershed appears to be, the guides and 

owners want to keep it that way.  Itôs a 

far cry from typical brook trout fisheries 

in Colorado and the way non-native trout 

were introduced to the interior western 

U.S.  Find yourself a copy of the recently 

Streamside with the Chapter President ...  

The Value of Wild and Native Trout ï by Steve Craig 

August Board Meeting Significant Actions 
¶ Approved funding a chapter team in the 2010 Superfly Event fundraiser hosted 

by the Gunnison TU chapter (50% of entrance fee). 

¶ Set October 9 for the US Highway 285 cleanup (second and final of the year). 

¶ Set annual chapter membership meeting and 2011 elections for the October 13 

meeting. 

¶ Decided to not submit comments on the Draft EIS for the Christo OTR Project, 

based on the information available to date.   Note:  The comment period has 

been extended to September 14 and there could be additional agency comments 

available to review. 

Candidate Slate for 

2011 Officers and 

Board  

To date, the slate of candidates for 

Collegiate Peaks Anglers elected 

positions for the year 2011 (elections to 

be held at the October meeting) is: 

President ....................... Steve Craig 

Vice President ............... Dan Clegg 

Secretary/Treasurer ....... Janet Franz 

Director ......................... Dave Berry 

Director ......................... Dave Moore 

(incumbent) 

Director (1 year) ........... Open 

Director ......................... Open 

Note : Officersô terms are for one year 

and directors are for three (unless filling 

for an early resignation).  The latter are 

staggered so that not all will be up for 

election in any one year.  Remaining as 

directors are: Tom Thomas, Fred 

Rasmussen and Ken Walters. We still 

need to fill two directorôs positions.  

Being on the Board is a lot of fun, and 

not usually a lot of work.  It is 

rewarding and you get a good feeling 

from knowing that you are helping to 

conserve, protect and restore our 

precious cold water resources. .If you or 

someone that you know are able to fill 

one of these positions , please call Steve 

Craig at 719-539-4236,  Fred 

Rasmussen at 719-539-2595, or Karen 

Dils at 719-395-8949. 

published book ñAn Entirely Synthetic 

Fish ï How Rainbow Trout Beguiled 

America and Overran the Worldò by 

Anders Halverson.  Itôs a good read about 

the history of trout propagation in 

hatcheries, a lot of the story taking place 

in Colorado. 

I like wild and native trout  and  believe 

the two terms can be separate or 

combined.  In other words you can have 

wild trout which are not natives (like 

most browns, brookies and some 

rainbows in Colorado) and native trout 

that are not wild, like many of the 

cutthroat fingerlings that are being raised 

and reintroduced to the high country.  

Hopefully the latter will become self-

sustaining and after many generations 

also be wild trout.  Wild and native fish 

in abundance  tell us we have a healthy 

watershed and whenever we are told that 

a project or condition will result in 

absence of those fish, but can be 

mitigated by supplementary stocking,  we 

should be on guard. 

We have two types of recreational 

fisheries in Colorado ï stocked 

reservoirs, lakes and municipal ponds 

which provide probably the majority of 

angler days.  Nothing wrong with that.  

But the river, stream and high country 

wild and/or native trout fisheries are 

really our ñcanaries in the minesò.   

Letôs strive to keep and improve on that 

balance. 



 

 

Celebrating 25 Years 

at the October 

Potluck  

Mark your calendars for the October 13 

chapter meeting in Salida at the Granzella 

Hall.  This is the same venue as last year 

and more details will be forthcoming in 

the October newsletter.  This year we will 

celebrate by showing some of the 

highlights of the 25 years Collegiate 

Peaks Anglers has been around.  Charter 

members will be there as well as some of 

the early key members who are still in the 

community. 

This is also designated (as required by the 

chapter bylaws) to be the Annual 

Membership Meeting for election of 

officers and directors for 2011.  Note that 

this is a change from the traditional 

December meeting and elections. 
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River Lore  
By Michael Harrington 

To ourselves, a message we send, 

what's up around the bend? 

Behind the next rock or by the fallen tree,  

is there more fish waiting for me? 

Spotting rise rings up ahead, wades 

me further into the flow. 

The day runs long as it should.  

Feels good. [We know.]  

That's why we go, to cast and mend, 

always thinking, what's up around  

the bend? 

Annual Chapter Picnic  

Fifty or so chapter members and their guests 

gathered on August 22 at the riverside 

Howard home of Lee and Mary Dragoon for 

the annual picnic.  It was a great day weather

-wise and an exceptional potluck shared by 

all.  Long-time members as well as recent 

joiners socialized just a few feet from the 

Arkansas River (and Leeôs 30 years of first-

hand fishing experiences).   

Many thanks to Lee and Mary for hosting, 

Dan Clegg (and Lee) for roasting the pig, 

Norm Lastovica and Michael Harrington for 

preparing the steaks, and  to Tom Thomas, 

Steve Craig and Tracy Craig for other duties 

which made the picnic a success. 

Dils, Walters and Harringtons enjoying 

dinnerðphoto by Marsha Harrington 

Roasting crew anxiously observing the 

pigðphoto by Tracy Craig 

High Country Stocking  

A typical Colorado summer day greeted chapter volunteers as they assembled in 

Buena Vista to assist the DOW in stocking 

cutthroat trout fingerlings in  local high coun-

try waters.  Weôve been doing this for many 

years, probably going back to the chapterôs 

earliest days (this is our 25th year you know). 

DOW District Wildlife Managers Randy 

Hancock and Tom Martin assigned different 

waters to the volunteers and iced, insulated 

bags of 500-1000 little cutts were then 

driven, hiked or ATVôd into various small 

streams, beaver ponds and other waters.  

These plantings are a part of the long-term 

native trout recovery effort and the chapter 

has been a part of this (through project 

work and advocacy) for many years. 

Many thanks to the following volunteers 

for contributing their time, efforts, and in 

some cases machines: 

Mike Perry, Ken Walters, Lee Shilling, 

Michael Harrington, Tracy Craig, Nancy Walters, Bob Gray, Jim Impara, Steve 

Craig. Henry Klaiman, Marjie Gray, Carl Bauer, Ed and Cary Carlson (with friends), 

Jerry Tracewell (and friends), and Clyde Coble (long-time participant on the project. 

Highway 285 Cleanup 

Scheduled 
On Saturday, October 9, weôll do our sec-

ond and final Adopt-a-Highway cleanup 

on US 285 about 6 miles north of Poncha 

Springs.  Be at the 1806 Rest Stop for a 

10:00 start.  Weôll have pretty little orange 

safety vests (or bring your own better 

quality gear) and reach extender arms giz-

mos.  Bring gloves, sun screen and other 

protective stuff.  Afterward weôll do a 

potluck at the Craigôs with the chapter 

providing brats.  So bring something to 

share and your adult beverages. 

Carl and Connie Bauer confer with Jim 

Impara up Halfmoon Creek 

Michael Harrington releases little guys 

near Cottonwood Pass 


